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From the Editor 
Welcome to our second newsletter of 2022. 

 

We start the year with the Covid situation in another 

precarious state but will keep meetings open as long as 

we are allowed to do so. 

 

Our venue is large and airy, and we practise social 

distancing – at the current time, mask wearing is mandatory in the building, 

unless eating or drinking.  We trust our members not to attend if they have 

symptoms or suspect they have Covid. 

 

We will follow the published programme, as detailed below, but may make 

amendments if necessary, or if we receive special requests! 

 

Today’s meeting is our first demonstration meeting for some time – we will 

combine that with a presentation, and some of the material from that is 

outlined below. The topic is so large I think it would make a book quite easily, 

but we will try to fit as much as possible into an hour or so. If any member 

wants further demonstration of things we have included or mentioned, please 

request this for the next Forum meeting [April]. 

 

And next month we have our first ‘outside speaker’ of the year: Claire 

Newberry, who is based in Northamptonshire, and will talk about her 

experiences as a knitwear designer and demonstrate some techniques. Read 

more about her at http://knittingschool.co.uk/about-claire/  

 

Finally, attached to the end of this newsletter is one from the Knitting and 

Crochet Guild. 

 
 

Lynda Fiendley 

 

 

Today’s meeting 

 

  

14th Feb Modular Knitting How to join knitting, merge other crafts with your knitting, 
add on edges with crochet etc. 

http://knittingschool.co.uk/about-claire/
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Future   

meetings 
 

 

LBMK 
calendar 
2022 

All meetings are from 2pm to 4pm, and doors are open from 1.30pm.   
Membership fee: annual £5, plus £3 for most meetings, £5 for those with 
visiting speaker [marked with ***] 
Guest fees: £5 most meetings, £7 for those with visiting speaker.    
Tea/coffee and biscuits included, please bring a cup, and take it with you for 
washing later [we are limiting use of the kitchen post-Covid] 

Date  Topic 

14th 
March*** 

Visiting Speaker – Claire Newberry who will talk about her experiences as a 
knitwear designer, show her designs, and demonstrate some knitting 
machine techniques 

11th April 
  

Machine Knitting Forum – a chance to catch up on skills and friends! 
Multiple rolling demonstrations, basic skills to more advanced, patterns, 
gadgets and garments. Also, software demonstrations. 
Bring your projects to show, work on or seek advice about…. 

9th May Necklines – hoods, cowls, collars etc. 

13th 
June*** 
  

Visiting Speaker: Erica Thomson  
Erica will demonstrate how to use pressing to enhance your knitting 

11th July 
  

Machine Knitting Forum – a chance to catch up on skills and friends! 
Multiple rolling demonstrations, basic skills to more advanced, patterns, 
gadgets and garments. Also, software demonstrations. 
Bring your projects to show, work on or seek advice about 

8th Aug Holding Position How to use this simple technique for shaping and other 
effects.  

12th Sept 
  

Edges [hems necks bands etc] 
Demonstration of edging techniques on the knitting machine, and other ways 
to finish your knitting 

10th Oct 
  

Machine Knitting Forum – a chance to catch up on skills and friends! 
Multiple rolling demonstrations, basic skills to more advanced, patterns, 
gadgets and garments. Also, software demonstrations. 
Bring your projects to show, work on or seek advice about 

14th Nov Maintenance.    DIY maintenance and tools 

12th Dec AGM/ COMPETITION, DISPLAY AND SALES.       End of year celebration 
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Joining Elements in Knitting 
 Joining elements using the machine 

 Joining as you knit 

 Joining using crochet 

 Joining using sewing 

 Adding non-knitted elements 

 

Stages in joining and seaming a knitted sweater: 
 

1. Join the shoulders – instead of casting off 

shoulders, take off on waste yarn, then join on the 

machine. There are many examples of this online, 

including this one from Diana Sullivan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wcSnaC8QjE 

 

2. Attach the neck band [we will address this in 

May’s meeting, which is focused on Necklines 

3. Attach the sleeves: these can be joined as you knit or seamed 

separately 

a. This video shows a neat method of joining 

seams on the machine, which could be 

used for the side seams too  

b. And the links below show how to knit 

sleeves  

Diana Sullivan set in sleeve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raglan Sleeve without seams 

[video starts in middle, but you can 

rewind it yourself] 

 

There is a pattern here for sale on 

Ravelry for a Raglan Sweater knitted 

without seams 

  

4. Side seams [as 3a]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wcSnaC8QjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wcSnaC8QjE
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/simple-raglan-sleeves-sweater
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/simple-raglan-sleeves-sweater
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/simple-raglan-sleeves-sweater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wRYJMb60q4&t=514s&ab_channel=DianaSullivan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBUAfAeY9n0&t=116s&ab_channel=IanaL.%20Raglan%20Sleeve%20without%20seams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWqq0GGP5co&ab_channel=BondifiedKnitter
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Joining as you knit 
If you have already tried the sleeves [above] you may 

have already joined as you knit, but you can do this for 

other elements of knitting. 

 

The Crescent shawl on our website uses a join, which is 

sometimes called an eyelet join. 

 

 

 

 

This video shows this seam on an Afghan: 

 

The technique involves making decorative eyelets on 

the edges, but the joining method could be used with 

other edge techniques. 

 

The important part is forward planning! 

Using crochet 
Crochet is often used [by me at least] to add an edge to knitting. You can also 

use it to make an attractive seam. 

This video shows how to join simply:  

 
 

 

And this one uses treble crochet to make a more 

decorative seam [it refers to double crochet as it is a US 

video]  

 

Anne Lavene uses crochet in many of her patterns to wonderful effect - 

https://home-machine-knitting.co.uk/  

  

http://www.longbuckbymk.com/images/stories/patterns/crescent.pdf
https://home-machine-knitting.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5Ew0UQesKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77k3lBEPcNw&ab_channel=DonielleShowvayTheKnittingCoach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svrrNXspD24
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Sewing 
 

Mattress stitch is our method of choice for sewing 

knitwear: you can see the edges coming together and 

match stripes etc. for a neater finish. This video 

shows you how 

 

And this one [albeit in a longwinded way] shows how 

to combine stitches to rows: 

 

 
You can also use a sewing machine or overlocker to join elements – rather than 

go into a lot of detail here, I would refer you to this website 

https://www.craftingfashion.com/ which is full of tips on sewing knitting and 

stretch fabrics. 

Also  https://www.erica.co.uk/sewing which is specific to machine knitting. 

 

 

 

Non knitted elements 
These can be woven, crocheted, metallic or plastic – I am sure this is not an 

inclusive list. Most would be sewn on using one of the above methods – the key is 

to make them secure and neat. 

Mixed media and patchwork 
Our presentation today will have lots of different examples from various 

sources – for a flavour check these out: 

https://www.ravelry.com/projects/ableramm/the-view-from-the-two-worlds 

 

https://pin.it/44MchJM 

the second of which is a mixture of sewing and knitting, but a lot of 

interchangeable ideas.  

https://www.craftingfashion.com/
https://www.erica.co.uk/sewing
https://www.ravelry.com/projects/ableramm/the-view-from-the-two-worlds
https://pin.it/44MchJM
https://pin.it/44MchJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObuZwHlmDCI&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYfCQmsb1iM
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Messing about with stitch patterns 
After trying to make the snowdrop on the title page into a picture for a 

punchcard, using DAK9, I conceded defeat, and used a black and white diagram 

of the flower head instead. I realise now that you cannot get much detail into a 

24 stitch pattern!  
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And here is another made with Designaknit from a piece of clipart 
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Free software! 
And, for those who do not want to spend 

money on programs, but would like to use 

software to design stitch patterns, KnitBird 

is the one for you: https://knitbird.com/  

You can download a copy for Windows or Mac 

for free. You can design a pattern, save it as 

a pdf or picture and print it. You can also import pictures to 

convert, as I did with this dragonfly [which would need some 

work to make a pattern!] 

 

And this is how the apple came 

out – all I did was import the 

same picture I had done with 

Designaknit [above] – again it 

would need a bit of simple 

editing, but it gives an idea of 

scope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://knitbird.com/
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Suppliers 
These are still operating an online supply 

 

www.wools.co.uk – Uppingham Yarns 

 

https://yeoman-yarns.co.uk/ Yeoman Yarns 

 

https://www.yarnoncone.co.uk Yarn on Cone 

 

https://woolyknit.com Woolyknit 

 

and this one deals in recycled fibres https://www.iinouiio.com/  

 

For 3d printed parts 

try 

https://vzv3d.com/   

 

 

 

Other information  
Sally Butcher has a Kalamunda Crafts page on Facebook. Sally is an inspiring 

machine knitter, with lots of ideas and videos to keep you busy! And now she has 

her own YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSDxy6pQHAs4gd5XBztYWmw 

which is well worth a visit. Well done, Sally, a marvellous resource. 
 

http://handymachineknitting.libsyn.com is a regular podcast 
 

http://knitwords.blogspot.com/ is a blog 

 

And Finally 

 

I would like to involve others in this newsletter, so please let me know of 

anything I can include  

Administrator@longbuckbymk.com is my club email address.  

 

 

http://www.wools.co.uk/
https://yeoman-yarns.co.uk/
https://www.yarnoncone.co.uk/
https://woolyknit.com/
https://www.iinouiio.com/
https://vzv3d.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kalamundakrafts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSDxy6pQHAs4gd5XBztYWmw
http://handymachineknitting.libsyn.com/
http://knitwords.blogspot.com/
mailto:Administrator@longbuckbymk.com


©Long Buckby Machine Knitters, 2022 

 

 
From the Knitting and Crochet Guild: 
 
Articles of interest – January 2022 

 
Collection Open Days  
 
The Knitting & Crochet Guild is hosting two Open Days this spring for visitors to access the 
Collection held at Britannia Mill, Britannia Road, Slaithwaite, Huddersfield, HD7 5HE. 
 
Saturday 12 February, 10am-2pm  
This is an informal drop-in event for people to have a look around and see the extent of the 
Collection. You'll have the opportunity to see some of our key pieces on display. There is no 
need to book, just turn up on the day. This event coincides with the Stylecraft yarn sale at 
Spa Mill, Slaithwaite, HD7 5BB. 
 
Saturday 12 March, 10am-1pm  
Open Day, trunk show and tour. Members £5, non-members £25.  
 
This is a ticketed event and will include a short talk about the Collection, a tour, and a trunk 
show. The trunk show will include pieces from all parts of the Collection; garments, tools 
and publications and the yarns and shade cards.  
 
Places are limited to 10 to allow participants to examine and enjoy the contents of the trunk 
show.  
 
Refreshments are included and participants will be able to take away a complimentary set 
of posters from the Heritage Lottery-funded Collection in 100 Objects project. 
 
Please complete this online form to register your interest in attending on 12 March. We’ll 
check availability and send you further details about the event.  
 

 
Convention 2022  
 
After a hiatus of two years, we're excited that this year's Convention will return to an in-
person format. 
 
Key points  

• Convention will be held over the weekend of 16-18 September  
• The AGM will be held at 11am on Saturday 17 September  
• The venue is the Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick, Derbyshire  
• The Hayes Conference Centre is accessible by public transport and there is ample 

free parking for those who wish to drive  
• An email with the full Convention programme, prices and details on how to book will 

be sent mid-March (members without email will receive this information in the 
post)  

https://www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk/
https://kcguild.org.uk/our-collection/kcg-collection-100-objects/
https://kcguild.org.uk/book/
https://www.cct.org.uk/the-hayes/the-hayes-conference-centre
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Workshops and fringe events  
We are still confirming the programme of workshops and fringe events*. There is a list of 
possible topics available here. If you would like to lead a session, please let us know. 
Workshop tutors will receive a £25 discount on their Convention ticket price.  
 
*Fringe events are short, informal gatherings, some of which we (as organisers) may set up, 
but there will be space if any other group wants to get together for a chat.  
We Gather, until 5 February 
We Gather is an exhibition by the Crafts Council, showcasing the work of five female artists 
of Black and Asian heritage whose work shares a commitment to craft and its cultural value.  
 
The exhibition is at the Crafts Council Gallery, Islington and is free to attend.  
 
We Gather includes work by Knitting & Crochet Guild patron, Lorna Hamilton-Brown. Find 
out more >>   
 
You can also attend a talk on 12 March at the gallery, where Lorna will discuss the making 
techniques, processes, and symbolism behind her work. Using materials featured in the 
exhibition as discussion points, Lorna will expand on issues raised in her seminal dissertation 
‘Myth: Black People Don’t Knit - the importance of art and oral histories for documenting 
the experiences of black knitters’, which questions the lack of visibility of Black crafters and 
documents their hidden histories, written while undertaking her Masters’ Degree in Knitted 
Textiles from the Royal College of Art. Register to attend >>  
 

 
Pantone Colour of the Year 2022 
Pantone have announced their Colour of the Year for 2022: Very Peri. 
 
The company said that this year marks the first time it has created an entirely new colour 
instead of choosing one from its roster. 
 
Describing Very Peri as a periwinkle blue hue with a violet red undertone, Pantone said Very 
Peri is the “happiest and warmest of all the blue hues,” meant to symbolise transition and 
new possibilities. 
 
“The Pantone Colour of the Year reflects what is taking place in our global culture, 
expressing what people are looking for that colour can hope to answer,” said Laurie 
Pressman, vice president of the Pantone Colour Institute.  
 

 
A Castle for Christmas 
It may be billed as a romantic comedy but knitwear designer Di Gilpin made sure A Castle 
For Christmas took one thing seriously: knitting. 
 
The film’s producers approached Di Gilpin, Scotland’s hand-knitting queen, to help make 
Brooke Shields and the actors knit up a storm. 

https://kcguild.org.uk/convention/convention-2022/convention-2022-workshops/
mailto:chair@kcguild.org.uk?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20running%20a%20workshop%20or%20fringe%20event%20
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=30084b3887&e=0e1f97ee74
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=30084b3887&e=0e1f97ee74
https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/whats-on/knit-and-tings-a-talk-by-lorna-hamilton-brown
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=40ccf7278d&e=0e1f97ee74
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=40ccf7278d&e=0e1f97ee74
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=6d0fa110f9&e=0e1f97ee74
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Her team spent three weeks on the Dalmeny Estate where most of the filming took place, in 
order to yarn-bomb the A Castle For Christmas set with gansey jumpers, shawls, pompoms 
and knitted cupcakes, and keep tabs on the knitting scenes. 
 
“Not only did we knit everything on the screen, but sometimes we had to take the work 
from the actors and un-knit it, for continuity. I wanted details that knitters would recognise, 
so we had 80-year-old Tina Grey making a traditional gansey fishermen sweater using 
needles that were 40 years old. Everything was thought out really carefully and each 
character had their own authentic knitting style." Read more >>  
 
 
University Challenge 
The episode of University Challenge that aired on 3 January had a round of knitting 
questions. How many can you get right? Watch the episode >>  
 

 
Contagious craft  
Whether you’re a long-time crafter, a newbie trying to combat the stresses of the 
pandemic, trying to save money or have taken up making for environmental reasons, it is 
estimated there are now an additional one million knitters in the UK since early 2020 
including men and younger makers. Read more >>  
 

 

https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=0fe4ad5e20&e=0e1f97ee74
https://kcguild.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a01f54235697c830f9127c34&id=c82feabe3e&e=0e1f97ee74
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/jan/09/tom-daley-effect-spurs-men-to-take-up-knitting-amid-home-crafting-boom?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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